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Was it warm enough?
For many of us the weather over the past few weeks has been something we have
either enjoyed or endured, for my part I was very glad that there were very few
meetings at which I had to sit in a Lodge room, in full regalia and wearing my gloves.  I
was reminded that the last time we experienced such incredible temperatures was in
1976 when for 15 days the outside temperatures exceeded 32 degrees centigrade.

Some of our senior members have been particularly affected by the excessive
temperatures and I trust that whenever possible you might have checked up on them

just to make sure they are alright.  I am grateful to Howard Jones (Gooch Lodge No.1295) who provided a very
easy to read, and understand guide on the importance of keeping hydrated.

In last month’s edition of InTouch > OnLine I wrote about the importance of standards in our Lodge meetings
and I make no apology for repeating a particular point which is that our performance goal should always be
aimed at excellence and not mediocrity.  I know this view was met with a little resistance from some quarters
with some saying what’s important is that a Brother tries his best - to which I can only ask ‘is, and should that
really be the ONLY criteria by which we measure performance?’   I don’t think so - indeed I challenge that idea
based on the belief that no Brother tries to do anything but their best, it’s just that sometimes that’s just not
enough.  Its for this reason that the Learning and Development Team with the expert guidance of Alan Colman
and others provide quality training to new and not so new members.

Progression is the term used to illustrate a Brother’s journey through the offices of the Lodge, what appears
to be lacking is the question as to whether ‘progression’ is good for both the Lodge and the individual.  The
fourth of the Antient Charges makes clear that ”All preferment among masons is grounded upon real worth
and personal merit only.”  Seniority is not itself a justification for appointing a Brother to an office in the
Lodge it must be supported by what we refer to as merit.  Let me conclude on this subject by saying that I am
aware of Brethren who have not just felt aggrieved at being ‘passed over’ but have chosen to resign from their
Lodge as a result of such a decision; I have a very clear view on such matters, it is this - better to lose a
member than to appoint one who fails to acknowledge the simple truth that Freemasons should be men who
prefer honour and virtue above the external advantages of rank and fortune.  It is also the case that I know of
Brethren who have left Freemasonry having felt the pressure to take an office to be too much and not what
they signed up for.  It really is important that we recognise that holding an office in the Lodge let alone
attaining the Master’s Chair is not for everyone and we should allow members to develop at their own pace.

The Provincial Director of Ceremonies Richard Wright has invited Lodge Directors of Ceremonies and their
Assistants to join him and his team at the Masonic Hall, Morris Lane Devizes on Wednesday 15 July
commencing at 7.00pm.  Tea and coffee will be served from 6.30pm.  This is an extremely important meeting,
the Provincial Executive will be in attendance and all are strongly encouraged to attend. If a new DC or ADC is
being appointed in your Lodge in the coming year they will also be made most welcome.

This edition of InTouch > OnLine contains the notice (Summons) for Provincial Grand Lodge on Thursday 1st
October 2026 at The Civic, Trowbridge (see page 6 ).   I look forward to welcoming as many of you that can
make the meeting.  It also contains invitations to join Lodges that are holding social events ranging from Party
Nights, an opportunity to dress up, and a Hog Roast where the invitation is to dress down (well a little more
informally).
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Smart glasses or AI glasses…
Sometimes we find ourselves having to answer a question or deal with a matter that really does come from a ‘left
field’ position: this is one of those instances in which we have recently been asked by a number of members
whether or not the Province and UGLE have any thoughts on the wearing of smart glasses in Masonic meetings.
We’re sure that for many of you the question you will be asking is “What are smart glasses?” - to which the
answer is, smart glasses are products that resemble an ordinary pair of spectacles.  In reality, however, they are
wearable computer devices that, amongst other things, collect information with their microphones and forward-
facing cameras.

Smart glasses are remarkably sophisticated, and they can quickly and effortlessly relay copies of footage and
photographs to an external location without the user necessarily knowing that this is happening.

There is a clear privacy objection to smart glasses being worn in any Masonic gathering as, by their nature, they
are recording devices and which as a result of their design to resemble normal glasses Members will not be aware
that they are being worn and if so whether they are recording or not.

Some provide a “heads-up display” so that, for example, a pre-loaded ritual can be read by the wearer, which
scrolls the text automatically as the device listens to all the other participants.  While some might welcome the
additional help such an aid can provide the position of Wiltshire Freemasonry is that all such devices have no place
in a Lodge or Chapter meeting, even if the device is turned off.

Brethren and Companions are reminded of the following:

1.  Any form of photography, or transmission of images, during a meeting is strictly prohibited. Breach renders
the member liable to disciplinary proceedings, whether or not a breach of Rule 177 of the Book of
Constitutions has been committed.

2.   The same applies to taking or transmitting audio recordings.

3. All mobile telephones must be switched off (or set to aeroplane mode) in open Lodge and Chapter, by Grand
Lodge Edict as long ago as 2014.
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Supporting The Freemasons’ Charity…       Gary Dolphin and Ian Lever

Have you noticed the name change?  Yes, the Masonic Charitable Foundation has changed its operational
name and is now known as the Freemasons’ Charity, the national charity of Freemasonry.  While the name
has changed other key elements of the charity remain the same including the fact that the Freemasons’
Charity is funded entirely through the generosity of Freemasons, their families, and their friends.  The
Freemasons’ Charity remains one of the largest grant-making charities in the country - (Please don’t claim it is the

second or third).

The Freemasons’ Charity  helps to build better lives by enabling opportunity, advancing healthcare and
education and promoting independence.

Values

Responding to Need

We listen, understand, and respond to the needs of individuals, families, and communities, providing practical
and meaningful help when it is needed most.

Making a Difference

We dedicate ourselves to initiatives and grants that create positive, measurable impact, improving lives and
strengthening communities.

Striving for Excellence

We act responsibly, transparently, and professionally in all we do, managing resources wisely and striving for
the highest standards in support, governance, and collaboration.

Our strategy

These are the three strategic goals that have helped us to achieve our mission between 2018 and 2022:

● We will enhance our support and services

● We will improve our ways of working

● We will raise our profile

We are currently working with our staff, volunteers and trustees to create our next strategy that will take us
up to 2030.

Your support donating to the Wiltshire 2028 Festival is key to enabling the Freemasons’ Charity to continue its
amazing work supporting the Royal College of Surgeons of England, medical research charities, local Hospices
and many other worthy causes in Wiltshire plus providing a ‘helping hand’ to Wiltshire Freemasons in need.
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Your Events promoted here…
Members are reminded that Lodge Funds from a charity account or general account cannot be used in
support of a Lodge Ladies Festival or similar event, in particular Lodge funds cannot be used to cover any
deficit that might occur.  However, a Lodge may establish a fund specifically for an event but Rule 153(e) BoC
must be followed.

The editor will be pleased to promote a Lodge event in InTouch > OnLine (restrictions may apply)

THREE COURSE DINNER
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Supporting Masonic Events…
The editor is always pleased to promote Masonic events especially those raising funds for Masonic charities
and causes.  Events held with the intent to raise funds for charity and which are advertised beyond an
individual Lodge must be approved by the Provincial Grand Master (via his appointee).

Having trouble following your Lodge or Chapter meeting?
Help yourself and the Wiltshire 2028 Festival by booking a
hearing consultation with Reeds Hearing Care who will
provide you with expert advice and guidance, while you
contribute their normal fee (£85.00) to the Festival.  We
cover everything to do with hearing, tinnitus, wax
removal and can provide help, support and advice for all
issues.

Reeds Hearing Care is a professional, independent, caring,
business based in Swindon.

e.mail: reeds@reedsear.co.uk or text: 07585 525993

Never miss a word…
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USE THIS LINK
BOOKINGS FOR LUNCH ARE NOW FULL - HOWEVER A  RESERVE LIST IS OPEN

TO JOIN THE RESERVE LIST PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM USING THE LINK
ADD ME TO THE RESERVE LIST

?
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Membership Attraction…
The Provincial Membership Team in conjunction with the Communication Team is  always keen to support
Lodge initiatives.  In order to make sure that any advertisement complies with UGLE and Provincial guidelines
Lodge Membership Officers, and Lodge Secretaries are asked to submit any proposals to the team before
placing material on social media or commissioning printing.
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